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HOW TO INSTALL SOLIDWORKS DESIGN  

Congratulations and welcome to the SOLIDWORKS family! SOLIDWORKS Design Standard for Students is 
FREE to access for all valid students. Please follow the steps below and you’ll be ready to start modeling in 
no time. Don’t forget to achieve our industry-standard CSWA and CSWP certifications to boost your 
resume and land your dream job! 
 
 
Troubleshooting Tips  

• All the products you are entitled to are automatically selected for installation. You don’t need a 
separate serial number for different products. 

• SOLIDWORKS Design Standard for Students only includes SOLIDWORKS Design Standard. 
No Add-ins like Toolbox, Simulation, etc. are included. 

• Should you want the full capabilities of SOLIDWORKS Design Premium, CAM, Simulation, Visualize 
and more, you may upgrade to the paid version: SOLIDWORKS Design Premium for Students. 

 
 

1. Open and unzip the downloaded SolidWorksSetup.exe file to start the Installation Manger. 
 

 
 
 
 

2. Once the Installation Manager is running, select the option Install on this computer and click the Next 
arrow. 

 
 

https://www.solidworks.com/solidworks-certification-program
https://www.solidworks.com/buy-student-premium
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3. Input SOLIDWORKS Design serial number under 3D Design and leave other fields blank, click Next. 

The Installation Manager will now check and verify you have the system requirements to run SOLIDWORKS 
Design. If something is amiss, you will be notified. This process may take several minutes. 

 

4. Once your system has been checked, you will be taken to a summary screen displaying all of the products 
you will be installing.  Check the box marking that you accept our terms and conditions and click Install 
Now. 
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5. Once the installation is complete, click Finish to close the Installation Manager.  You will be able to use your 
SOLIDWORKS products after successful activation.  

 
 
 
[continued on the next page]  
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HOW TO ACTIVATE SOLIDWORKS DESIGN  

On the first launch of SOLIDWORKS Design, you will be prompted to activate your license. 

To activate, proceed with the steps as shown below:  
 

     

 

SUPPORT RESOURCES 

• Direct support for this free student version is limited to only installation and licensing issues only. 
• For any technical questions, please visit: www.solidworks.com/student-support-FAQ  

 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

MySolidWorks Training Videos  

Explore hours’ worth of training content in our MySolidWorks Training Catalog. “Guest” access is free so 
sign up today.  
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http://www.solidworks.com/student-support-FAQ
https://my.solidworks.com/training/catalog/list/1?&category=f%2Fdb_record_sublevel%2FGuest
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